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CHORAL CALENDAR 
Date, Time, Venue Details 

Sunday, March 16th, 2-

5pm, St Lukes Uniting 

Church, Barrabool Road, 

Highton 

FOR THE JOY OF SINGING THE CLASSICS I, 2014: MISSA CRIOLLA Conductor 

Jodie Townsend 

$10 includes music hire and afternoon tea.  Bookings and information:  Anne Pilgrim pan-

dapil@skymesh.com.au (03) 5263 3855 

Sunday, April 6th, 2:30, 
Lutheran Church, Tarring-

ton 

The Hamilton Singers, Tabor Male Choir and Church Singers perform at Promenade of 

Sacred Music Festival Tickets $15/$10 (concession) 

For more information contact Beth Tonnisen (03) 5572 3535   

Sunday, April 6th, 3PM,  
Sacred Heart Chapel, entry 

from Retreat Road, New-

town (Geelong) 

EASTER MOON The Geelong Chorale conducted by Allister Cox. 
Tickets $25/$20 (03) 5222 3595 or online https://intranet.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/

online_store/?page_id=3&shopp_pid=149 

Sunday, April 13th   (Palm 
Sunday), 7.30pm,  Naraco-

orte Lutheran Church  

COME WALK WITH ME – an Easter cantata by Pepper Choplin. 

Details Lyn Schinkel  (08) 8764 2156 

Friday, May 2nd, 8:00PM, 
St Mary’s Basilica, Yarra 

Street, Geelong 

‘CANTICLE’ FESTIVAL OPENING CONCERT, Windfire Choir with soloists, string 
ensemble, and associated artists.  Featuring Magnificat—Antonio Vivaldi    

Tickets: GPAC (03 5251200), at the door, or at Wesley Uniting Church Office.   

Sunday, May 4th, 2:30pm, 
St. Andrews Uniting 

Church, Hesse Street,  

Colac 

“THE BEATLES” with The Colac Chorale 

Tickets $10 

Further information: Gwenyth Knox (03) 5231 4278  

Sunday, May 11th, 
2:30PM, Barwon Park, 

Winchelsea 

MOTHER'S DAY CONCERT with The Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir 
Adults - $22.50, Concession - $20, Students - $7.50, Children under 12 free 

Inclusive in ticket price is pre-concert visit to the mansion and a sumptuous afternoon tea. 

Enquiries and Tickets:  Heather 52439450 or Anne 52415558 

Saturday, May 31st, Nara-
coorte Town Hall 

THE NARACOORTE SINGERS CABARET CONCERT 

Details Lyn Schinkel  (08) 8764 2156 

Saturday, June 28th, 7:30 
PM, Naracoorte Town 

Hall 

THE NARACOORTE SINGERS and THE LIMESTONE COAST ORCHESTRA IN 

CONCERT  

Details Lyn Schinkel (08) 8764 2156 

Sunday, June 29th, 2PM, 
Sir Robert Helpman Thea-

tre, Mount Gambier 

THE NARACOORTE SINGERS and THE LIMESTONE COAST ORCHESTRA IN 

CONCERT  

Details Lyn Schinkel  (08) 8764 2156 

Sunday, July 27th, 2-5pm, 
St Lukes Uniting Church, 

Barrabool Road, Highton 

FOR THE JOY OF SINGING THE CLASSICS 2014, II: B MINOR MASS J.S. Bach, 
Conductor Graham Abbott. 

$10 includes music hire and afternoon tea.  Bookings and information:  Anne Pilgrim pan-

dapil@skymesh.com.au (03) 5263 3855 
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HAMILTON SINGERS 

Our year kicked off with Australia Day.  We sang a 

piece called Shelter at the Hamilton Botanical Gar-

dens on January 26th.  Now that formal rehearsals 

have begun we are preparing a bracket of Negro spiri-

tuals for the Promenade of Sacred Music Festival on 

April 6th at Tarrington and a piece for Anzac Day 

later in April.  We also have to keep in mind the Ei-

steddfod in the middle of the year so we are also be-

ginning to rehearse things that we could use at this 

too.  There is a new section at the Eisteddfod this year, 

Open Choral Gospel, so one of our Negro spirituals 

should fit into that category quite well.  We plan to do 

a concert in August and our Christmas concert in De-

cember.  Beth Tonnisen (03) 5572 3535 

MILLICENT CHORAL SOCIETY 

Millicent Choral Society begins the new year without 

an accompanist, owing to our pianist of 24 years fi-

nally retiring and moving away.  We are in negotia-

tion to fill the vacancy at the moment.   

We are also beginning a concerted effort to find some 

new members, owing to several singers retiring last 

year.  

Our main events for the year so far appear to be: 

Millicent Choral Society’s 40th Birthday Celebra-

tions  -  25/26th October 2014. On the Saturday – a 

dinner and concert.  On the Sunday a Church Service 

and a BBQ. 

SACCA 50th Anniversary – 20th September 2014 at 

Tanunda in the Barossa Valley, travelling by bus to 

join in the celebrations. Further particulars later.  

Brenda Sutherland (08) 8733 2520 

NARACOORTE SINGERS 

Naracoorte Singers resumed practice on Feb 3 after 

our annual Christmas break. We are working hard on 

our Easter cantata - Come Walk With Me by Pepper 

Choplin, which is full of beautiful music.  This will be 

performed on Palm Sunday April 13, at one of the lo-

cal churches. 

We are also preparing a couple of songs which we 

will perform with the recently established Limestone 

Coast Symphony Orchestra in June - one perform-

ance in Naracoorte and a second one in Mt Gambier. 

Prior to  that we will hold our annual Cabaret/Concert 

which the community looks forward to each year, so 

an extremely busy first half of the year. 

Lyn Schinckel  (08) 8764 2156 

THE GEELONG CHORALE 

The Geelong Chorale commenced the year with a full 

day rehearsal on Saturday February 1. This is a new 

concept for us, and it proved very popular. We feel 

that this day has helped us better prepare for our first 

concert. In addition, it was a great time to catch up 

with everyone after the summer break, and we all en-

joyed talking over a cup of tea and a snack. 

We performed for Pako Festa at Bethel Church on 

Saturday February 22. It was a lovely, sunny day, and 

several degrees cooler than the last two years. We per-

formed five songs from our repertoire - Locus Iste, 

Annie Laurie, Skye Boat Song, Long Time Ago and 

Jabberwocky. The choir received many compliments 

on this performance.   

We are now knuckling down to hard work and re-

hearsing for our first concert on Sunday April 6 at 

3.00pm. The concert, entitled Easter Moon, will be 

held in the beautifully restored chapel at Sacred Heart 

College, Retreat Rd, Newtown. We are performing a 

beautiful selection of songs for Holy Week and Easter 

including Ubi Caritas et Amor by Morten Lauridsen; 

four Tenebrae Responsories by Tomas Luis de Vit-

toria; Miserere by Gregorio Allegri; Hallelujah, Wor-

thy is the Lamb and Amen choruses from Messiah by 

George Frederic Handel; and the wonderful Easter 

Moon by Christopher Willcock. We will be accompa-

nied by a brass quartet. Afternoon tea will follow the 

performance. Enquiries to Angela on 52223595. 

This year, we will farewell a wonderful man who has 

contributed to the life of the chorale for over 50 years. 

John Backhouse has decided that he wants his Mon-

day nights back, and will not be singing with us this 

year. We will all miss his cheeky grin! A celebration 

of John's contribution to the Geelong Chorale is cur-

rently being planned. Thank you John for singing, for 

supporting the Chorale, and for being a true friend to 

many. 

Angela West  (03) 5222 3595 

GEELONG WELSH LADIES CHOIR 

The Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir (GWLC) year 

kicked off with its regular performance at Pako Festa 

in Geelong West on 22nd February.  Also appearing 

with them was soloist soprano Menna Davies who 

was visiting from Wales. 

The Annual St David's Day Gymanfu Ganu (singing 

festival) was held at St Michael's Church in Mel-

bourne on Sunday 2nd March.  It was conducted by 

Ilid Anne Jones who had travelled all the way from 
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Please distribute The Choral Grapevine to your choir members.   

Wales to participate.  Also performing with the Gee-

long Welsh Ladies Choir was the Cantorion Cymreig 

Victoria Welsh Choir, the Australian Welsh Male 

Choir, Melbourne Welsh Male Choir and the Ceredi-

gion Womens Institute Choir who have travelled 

from West Wales and were performing in the coun-

try.  it was a fantastic afternoon of music for all and a 

celebration of all that is Welsh. 

GWLC's next performance will be on Sunday, 11th 

May for a Mother's Day concert at Barwon Park Man-

sion at 2.30pm.  Tickets are only $20. Enquiries re-

garding tickets please call Heather 52439450 or Anne 

52415558 

Bron Neal Elford  bnelford@bigpond.com  

GEELONG U3A CHOIR 

On Saturday February 8th in temperatures exceeding 

40°C, many of our members travelled by coach to join 

in the celebrations of the Melbourne Recital Centre’s 

5th anniversary, and to  be a part of THE BIG SING 

Concert.  On arrival, we were swept along by the in-

credible party atmosphere, with musicians presenting 

every musical genre from classical to contemporary, 

and so many people having a great time.  Our destina-

tion was the awesome Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Hall, 

where, along with more than1200 singers from around 

Victoria, we enjoyed a vigorous and often hilarious 

session of vocal warm-ups delivered by our dynamic 

host, Jonathon Welch AM, before we were finally 

considered ready to practice and eventually perform 

the music.  The program included 3 numbers: the tra-

ditional Somethin’s Got a Hold on Me, followed by a  

joyous composition entitled Sing (Andrew Lloyd 

Webber’s contribution to the Queen’s Golden Jubi-

lee), and finally, a song commissioned especially for 

the occasion by composer  Joseph Twist, called Har-

mony of Dreams - an uplifting and truly memorable 

occasion. 

The choir has received a request to perform a short 

selection of songs as part of the entertainment pro-

gram at the Garden Party  at Cobbin Farm which will 

follow the U3A AGM on Wednesday,March 26th. 

We have welcomed several new choir members this 

year, but are still experiencing the perennial shortage 

of altos and tenors. 

Norma Cartwright (03) 5244 2896 

WONDROUS MERRY 

Wondrous Merry has begun another year together (our 

18th!) with real enthusiasm, new "uniforms", plans to 

record a CD, and a couple of concerts al-

ready proposed. We're learning some new songs, in-

cluding some popular items from recent decades as 

well as our usual mix of traditional and challenging 

SATB arrangements, and revising some well-loved 

songs from our earlier repertoire. As we have equal 

numbers of male and female voices at pre-

sent, we'd welcome a new soprano who learns 

quickly, whether by ear or reading. Rehearsals are 

held on Tuesday evenings in South Geelong; anyone 

keen to join us is invited to phone Marie 5221 1813.  

Marie Goldsworthy (03) 5221 1813 

THE COLAC CHORALE 

Our Chorale was kept busy during the time leading up 

to Christmas, with taking part in a special Christmas 

Celebration held in St. John's Church, Colac.  As you 

know, the acoustics in most churches are excellent, so 

our carol singing and Christmas songs were heard to 

the best advantage.   

We also visited aged care facilities in Colac, where we 

sang Christmas music – and encouraged the residents 

to join in. A joyful occasion for all! 

Just now, we are working on songs for our concert in 

May.  This time, as a change from our usual 

"classics", we are singing only music composed by 

The Beatles. Their songs have been adjusted to our 

four-part singing.  However, it is a challenge to not 

only accurately sing the tunes, but also to cope with 

the unusual timing, and at times the syncopated 

rhythms.   

How many choristers remember such Beatles songs 

as: When I'm Sixty-Four; Goodnight; Ob-la-di, Ob-

la-da; Hello, Goodbye; All You Need is Love; The 

Yellow Submarine; The Fool on the Hill?  One won-

ders if, in fifty year's time, we will remember – and be 

singing – some of the current modern music and 

songs, the same way?  Gwenyth Knox (03) 5231 4278 

WINDFIRE CHAMBER CHOIR 
Following a most successful workshop with Rick Prakhoff 

and Manfred Pohlenz, the choir are preparing for a concert 

to open Canticles, the 2014 Festival of Music in Gee-

long’s Churches.  The choir will sing Magnificat by Anto-

nio Vivaldi, Laudate Dominum by Mozart, and Totus 

Tuus by Gorecki.   

FOOTPRINTS IN THE CUSTARD 
FITC are working towards performance of G&S—Pirates 

of Penzance for 18-20 September.  Most FITC members 

are now from Hamilton, so the group is now listed as being 

Hamilton based.   

mailto:bnelford@bigpond.com
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Vocal techniques for choristers - Aiming for blend in choirs 
Report of Workshop for choristers – Windfire Choral Workshop – Saturday, February 15th 
Presenter:  Manfred Pohlenz 
 

In introduction, Manfred drew an analogy between the violin and the human voice.  If violins were made 

of made in many shapes, many sizes, and with many different materials, any attempt for consistent 

sound in a violin section would be extremely difficult to attain.  People are of different sizes, shapes, and 

their vocal apparatus varies immensely.  However, in choirs, directors aim to blend voices to give a con-

sistent sound for each vocal part.   

This is done by working on the similarities, rather than the differences. All singers use breath, they have 

a vocal mechanism – the vocal folds, and they all have resonating spaces – cavities in the mouth and 

head.  The resonating spaces are unique to the individual and give each voice its individual sound.     

The Breath 

Cough while resting the hand on the lower abdomen.  Feel the expansion of the abdomen. 

"As we grow up we lose sight of that original breath..." the deep abdominal breath which every new 

baby uses to clear her lungs and make her first sounds.   

Exercise  sss...sss...sss...  (maintain space and tension in the abdomen) 

The breath support needed for singers is that same as that used by players of wind instruments.   

The Vocal Folds are two parallel folds of tissue which vibrate together in the larynx.   

Proper breathing keeps the larynx down and stops tension when singing high notes.   

Lifting the cheeks ('smile') opens the sinus cavities and the palate.  We can manipulate the soft palate but 

not the hard palate, which is fixed.   

(Exercise – to find the soft palate – YAWN – this stretches the soft palate.   

Head Voice vs Chest Voice  

How do we achieve a seamless transition between the head voice and the chest voice?   

Take away some of the weight in the lower (chest voice) so there is a mixing of the two styles.   

Exercise – Soft yawn – Downward glissando – soft tone, don't add weight to the lower register.   

Consistency in Choral Tone 

If everyone is supporting their voices well and producing an opened, relaxed sound they are producing 

their best singing. However, each voice is unique.  The blend between these unique voices is achieved 

by consistency of vowel sound.   

There are five pure vowel sounds – which correspond to the Italian vowels -  

a – as in car  (a is the most open sound) 

e – as in get 

The face stays still – and relaxed - when changing from a to e.  (The change is in the shape inside the 

mouth.)   

i – [as in ink]   

i is forward – but can become tight.   

Exercise – to round and ease the i vowel.  Say 'i' through lips making the oo shape (like the German ü 

vowel). Keep face still and relaxed.  Sing a descending scale  

 u – i – u – i – u – i –u – i ...    

The only change is within the mouth.  Keep the face relaxed.  This stops the tendency to stretch the 

mouth horizontally when singing i.   

o – as in orange 

u (or oo) – as in book  

For the second part of the workshop, Manfred focused on techniques when singing from music.   
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Choirs in The Choral Grapevine network in 2013:     
Ballarat:  Ballarat Choral Society,  U3A Choristers Ballarat, Vox  Berri:  Riverland Choral Group, Bordertown:  Bordertown A Cappella Singers,   

Camperdown:  Camperdown Uniting Church Choir,   Casterton:  Sacred Heart Church Choir,   Cobden:  Cobden Community Choir,   Colac:  Colac 

Chorale,   Deans Marsh:  Deans Marsh Singers,   Drysdale:  Coryule Chorus, The Bellarine Community Choir  Geelong:  acabellas, Bella Mama,   

Grace Notes, Geelong (Bay City) Conchords,   The Geelong Chorale,   Geelong Harmony Chorus,   Geelong Trades Hall Choir, Geelong Welsh Ladies 

Choir,   Geelong Youth Choir,   International Harvester Male Chorus,   Sing Geelong, St Mary's Basilica Choir, Geelong,   U3A Geelong Choir,   Windfire 

Chamber Choir, Wondrous Merry,   Gisborne: The Gisborne Singers Hamilton:  Footprints in the Custard,   Good Shepherd Choir,  Hamilton Singers,   

Tabor Male Choir,   Lavers Hill:  Lavers Hill Choir,   Millicent:  Millicent Choral Society,   Mt Gambier:  Mayfair Youth Jazz,   Mount Gambier Choral 

Society,   Mt Gambier Christ Church Anglican Choir,   Naracoorte:  Naracoorte Singers,   Penola:  Southern Heritage Singers,   Port Fairy:  Port Fairy 

St Johns Anglican Church Choir,   Portland:  Music Glenelg Inc.,   Portland Choral Group,   St Stephens Anglican Church Choir,   Queenscliff:  Tides 

of Welcome Soul and Gospel Choir,   Warrnambool:  Cantori, Red Tent Singers,   Warrnambool Christ Church Choir,   Merri Singers (formerly 

Warrnambool Mozart Choir),   Warrnambool St Johns Presbyterian Choir,   Warrnambool Theatre Company Chorale 

CHORAL GRAPEVINE FINANCES 

A note about contributions:  Your contributions to The Choral Grapevine allow for mailed copies to around 20 of  our member 

choirs.   If you are still receiving a mailed copy of The Choral Grapevine, please make a small donation towards costs.  It costs about 

80 cents for each mailed copy (postage, paper, photocopying/printing).   

The Choral Grapevine does not have a bank account.  Please make cheques out to the editor, Helen Lyth.   

If you wish to receive The Choral Grapevine by email only, please let me know at hlyth@westnet.com.au .    

Editorial 

By March, our choirs are well underway with fine music making.   

I was lucky to be able to participate in the first Windfire Choral Workshop held in February, with well over 100 participants.  

Rick Prakhoff worked with the choir on choral singing and part work—rehearsing sections of Vivaldi’s Magnificat, Mozart’s 

Laudate Dominum and several settings of the ‘Sacred Head’ chorale from Bach’s St Matthew Passion.  In just a couple of hours, 

the huge and enthusiastic group of singers from far and wide learned and performed these pieces.  Rick is currently working with 

The Melbourne Bach Choir on performances of The St Matthew Passion on April 5th and 6th.  He will also conduct the Wind-

fire Chamber Choir in it’s performance at the opening concert of Geelong’s Festival of Music in Geelong’s Churches in May 

(see calendar).   

Manfred Pohlenz, known to many in Geelong and Warrnambool region for his vocal expertise, musicianship and fine baritone 

voice, conducted the second part of the workshop, working on vocal technique and blending of voices in choral music (see tran-

script p.  4).   

I notice that at least one other choir, The Geelong Chorale, began the year with a choral workshop.    This is a wonderful way for 

choirs to begin the year, getting a start on new music, and having the opportunity to spend and extended time on choral tech-

niques, and also allowing new members time to get to know other choir members.   

I also see that three choirs, The Hamilton Singers, Tabor Male Choir and Church Singers are participating in another festival, 

Hamilton’s acclaimed Promenade of Sacred Music on April 6th.    

Thanks to The Colac Chorale, for their contribution to The Choral Grapevine.  There are still a few choirs who receive the news-

letter by mail only.   

All our choirs rely on volunteers.  If there is no report here from your choir, I have received none.  Please encourage your choir 

leaders to send in a report, or volunteer to be your choir’s Choral Grapevine contact.   

I look forward to hearing as many of our choirs as possible this year, and wish you well with your music making.  Helen   

Melisma – repeated notes on a single vowel – (e.g. Repeated notes on 'a' in Amen chorus – Messiah)  

"We tend to adopt a 'set and forget' attitude."  Rearticulate the vowel for each new note.  This engages the 

abdominal muscles.  (Running out of breath is usually due to singers not rearticulating.) 

"If you get the voice to spin openly and freely by rearticulating you will use less air." 

Raise the cheeks (smile).   

Don't push for pitch.  Pitch exactly with no scooping or sliding into the note.  

Breathe in on the vowel you are about to sing.  Make the vowel shape in your mouth as you breathe.    

 

"Singing is supposed to feel good.  I couldn't give up because I was addicted."   

November 2013 - March 2014 Debit Contribution Balance 

 Opening Balance    $   24.85  

26/02/2014 Contribution - The Colac Chorale $50  $   74.85  

15/03/2014 CGV Mailout $13.66   $   61.19  

mailto:hlyth@westnet.com.au
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